
URBAN TAX CUTS, RURAL HEALTH CUTS:  

THE AHCA’S EFFECT ON COLORADO 

County/ Rural or Urban Share of population 

that receives Medicaid 

Costilla/ Rural 54% 

Alamosa/ Rural 44% 

Prowers/ Rural 44% 

Conejos/ Rural 43% 

Saguache/ Rural 43% 

Otero/ Rural 43% 

Huerfano/ Rural 43% 

Rio Grande/ Rural 43% 

Pueblo/ Urban 41% 

Las Animas/ Rural 39% 

Colorado has been a leader in health care in the United States. Our state expanded Medicaid prior to the 

passage of the Affordable Care Act, and we were one of the first states to set up an insurance exchange to 

help the uninsured find coverage after the ACA passed. 

These efforts paid mighty dividends in the form of reducing the number of uninsured Coloradans from 14.3 

percent of the population in 2013 to 6.7 percent by 2015. Nowhere were the benefits of this felt more 

greatly than in rural Colorado, where thousands                        

of people gained regular access to health care, 

many for the first time in their lives. 

County/ Rural or Urban Share of population that 

receives Medicaid 

Douglas/ Urban 8% 

Pitkin/ Rural 9% 

Broomfield/ Urban 11% 

Elbert/ Urban 12% 

Eagle/ Rural 14% 

Summit/ Rural 14% 

Grand/ Rural 15% 

Routt/ Rural 16% 

Boulder/ Urban 16% 

San Miguel/ Rural 16% 

Counties that rely on Medicaid the most: 

Counties with the fewest Medicaid enrollees: 

The AHCA Will Reverse the ACA’s Progress 

The American Health Care Act threatens to undo 

all this historic progress. Key parts of the bill in-

clude: 

 Reducing federal funding for Medicaid, en-

couraging states to phase out expansions or 

cut services.  

 Restructuring Medicaid funding by using per-

capita caps and tying the basis for growth in 

the per-capita cap to something called the 

medical Consumer Price Index, or “CPI-M.” 

CPI-M is an inaccurate measure of Medicaid 

growth because it only accounts for what 

households spend out-of-pocket on medical 

care commodities and services, not the full 

cost of these items.  

 Replacing income-related premium tax cred-

its with an age- and income-based structure, 

targeted at higher income individuals and 

young, healthy Coloradans.  

 Eliminating individual and employer man-

dates. 

Colorado Fiscal Institute | 1905 Sherman Suite 225, Denver, Co 80203 | 720-379-3019 | www.coloradofiscal.org 



This report examines — down to the county level — how many people in Colorado will lose cover-

age under the AHCA, how many will lose their ACA premium supports, how many will benefit from 

tax cuts and how the AHCA will affect local economies and the state budget. Key findings include:  

 The AHCA will hurt Colorado’s economy, with 16,030 jobs being lost statewide by 2020. Rural coun-

ties will lose double the number of jobs their urban counterparts will as a proportion of total jobs, with 

a projected $158 million loss in wages, and $1.2 billion lost in local economies. 

 Urban counties will come out as huge winners when you take into account the hefty tax cuts for 

upper income earners under the AHCA. In fact, 75 percent of the households that will see benefits from 

the tax cuts under the AHCA are in the Denver metro area. 

 The AHCA’s new structure of a per-capita cap on funding for traditional Medicaid would require the 

state to come up with an additional $165 million per year just to cover the traditional popula-

tions of the elderly and disabled and poor children.  

 The state would be put in the position of slashing spending for Medicaid or for other services or for 

both. What the AHCA would do is pit the health of our most vulnerable citizens against the 

needs of our schoolchildren, college students and motorists.  
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Find the full report here. 

 

Coloradans, especially in rural areas, lose under the AHCA 

http://www.coloradofiscal.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Urban-Tax-Cuts-Rural-Health-Cuts-Final.pdf

